
 
Pine-Richland Middle School 

Parental Override for Student Placement: Science 8  

 

PRMS carefully assesses all students to ensure appropriate academic placement. However, some parents 
choose to override the school’s placement decision. Completion of this form will initiate this process.  

 
Agreement of Understanding 

Please read and initial each statement below:  
 

______ I understand the placement of my child in a course, where they do not meet 
required prerequisites, is not recommended by the school and that I choose to override this 
placement decision.  
 
______ I request that my child be placed in the desired course because: 

_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
______I understand if my child is not successful in the desired course, a schedule change               
back to the originally recommended course will be considered based only at the start of the                
second semester.  

Course title recommended by PRMS _____________________________________  

Course title recommended by parent/student ______________________________  

Student Name (please print) _____________________________________________  

Student Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ____________  

Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ____________  

TURN OVER for explanation of PRMS Science 8 Courses  



GRADE 8  

Science 8 The 8th grade Physical Science course is designed to be a hands-on experimental course. Through this 
approach, students will develop critical thinking and analysis skills. In addition, students will understand how 
science influences and affects their everyday life. There are three main disciplines of science covered: 1) Nature of 
Science; 2) Chemistry; and 3) Physics. The nature of science – scientific method, describing matter, measurement, 
etc. – will be emphasized throughout the entire year. In the chemistry strand, students will examine the following 
topics: the atom and the Periodic Table, chemical bonding, physical and chemical changes of matter. The physics 
curriculum will include the following: electricity and magnetism, forces involved in motion and work, the 
conservation of energy.  

Science 8 – Compacted/Extended This course covers the same topics as Science 8 but moves at a faster pace. 
The compacted/extended pathway courses are built from the foundation of our current courses with certain topics 
compacted (shortened or eliminated). This compaction provides our teachers with opportunities to extend learning 
opportunities for students who have demonstrated the ability to quickly understand complex scientific concepts. 
Students in this class must be capable of independent learning and have strong reading and math skills.  


